Largo, Florida, May 22, 2018

The regular bimonthly meeting of the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board (PCCLB)
was held in the Board Conference Room, 12600 Belcher Road, Suite 102, Largo, Florida at 12:30
P.M. on this date.
Members Present:
MEMBERS
Rick Dunn, Chair
Glenn Wardell, Vice-Chair
Doug Erwin
Jim Ford
Kevin Garriott
Alan Holderith
Marina Kron
Robert Maslo (late arrival)
Greg Rice
Michael Rodde
James Rosenbluth
Alfred “Fritz” Wolf, Jr.

CLASSIFICATION
Building Official
Building Official
Electrical
Building Official
Building Official
General Contractor
Mechanical
Plumbing
Building Official
Fire Marshal
Building
Residential

James “Arry” Housh
Mike Kelly

Roofing Contractor
Pool

Not Present:

Also Present:
Gay Lancaster, Interim Executive Director, PCCLB
Anne L. Maddox, Department Administrative Manager, PCCLB
Jacina Haston, Assistant County Attorney
Other interested individuals
Chris Bartlett, Board Reporter, Deputy Clerk

Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Chair Dunn called the meeting to order at 12:32 P.M.; whereupon, he led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Ms. Lancaster announced that Case No. A18-418 would be moved from the Consent Agenda to the
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Informal Hearing section of the agenda; and that two documents providing details related to Items
3B and 3F on the agenda have been distributed to the members before the meeting; whereupon, she
conducted a roll call of the members and confirmed the presence of a quorum.

I.

CONSENT AGENDA – APPROVED
Chair Dunn presented the Consent Agenda items as follows:
A.

Minutes for the PCCLB Meeting of March 20, 2018.

B.

Examination Committee Reports for January through March 2018.

C.

Special Magistrate Minutes for May 15, 2018.

D.

Expired Permit Violations (Spreadsheet):
The cases included under the Expired Permit Violations spreadsheet provided in the
agenda package were forwarded to the PCCLB from various building departments
for disciplinary action by the Board due to expired permits which were not resolved
within the 30 days after notification by the Board.
Upon review for probable cause, an Administrative Complaint was served upon each
of the cases, and the violations remain. The contractors have been notified of the
hearing by certified mail. The Interim Executive Director recommends the Board
accept the allegations as filed in the Administrative Complaint as findings of fact and
enter a Final Order as follows:
•
•
•
•

E.

Reprimand for permit violation;
Fine of $300;
Administrative fees and costs of $226; and
Thirty days to comply. If not, license is subject to suspension.

Recommended Case Dismissal: Cases rescinded by Building Department.
1. Patrick Boyd Thomas, Jr., A18-100 and A18-101.
2. Kim Suzanne Ralph, A18-159 and A18-166.
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3. Richard C. Miner, A17-369, Requested Informal Hearing (continued from
September 2017; rescinded by Pinellas County Building Department May 3,
2018).
Mr. Rosenbluth moved, seconded by Mr. Holderith, that the Consent Agenda items be
accepted. Upon call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously.

II.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Board conducted informal administrative hearings in accordance with Section
120.57(2) Florida Statutes. The respondents elected informal hearings, defaulted by not
executing an Election of Rights, or failed to respond and were therefore scheduled for
informal hearings by the Board to resolve the complaints. The actions taken are Final
Orders of the Pinellas County Construction Licensing Board. Chair Dunn administered the
Oath to persons planning to give testimony.
A. Requested Informal Hearings:
1. Leroy Leon Baker did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint A15-1881.
Ms. Maddox provided historical information regarding the case, relating that the
respondent is being cited for failing to obtain an inspection of the work and for
abandoning the project.
*

*

*

*

Mr. Maslo joined the meeting at 12:39 P.M.
*

*

*

*

Following brief discussion and upon motion by Mr. Rosenbluth, seconded by Mr.
Wolf, the Board voted unanimously to accept the allegations of Administrative
Complaint A15-1881 as Findings of Fact and imposed the following penalty:
•

Settlement in the amount of $826 is assessed to cover fines, fees, and costs; and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 30 days of the Final Order.
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Later in the meeting, Ms. Maddox indicated that public hearings were noticed to
begin at 1:30 P.M., and Ms. Lancaster stated that Mr. Baker is now present; and
that the case should be revisited.
Chair Dunn asked for a motion to nullify the previous vote, and Mr. Wolf moved,
seconded by Ms. Kron and carried unanimously, that the vote to accept the
allegations of Administrative Complaint A15-1881 as Findings of Fact and the
imposed penalty be nullified.
Mr. Baker presented information relating to his case and responded to queries from
the members. Yvonne Savoy, Pinellas Park, appeared and stated that she hired M&M
Roofing; and that the permit was obtained in Mr. Baker’s name. She provided
photographs showing the current state of her roof and gutters, and responded to the
members’ queries. Lengthy discussion ensued, and PCCLB Investigator Betty
Thompson provided input.
Ms. Maddox reiterated that the respondent has been cited for two separate charges;
whereupon, Mr. Wolf moved that the Board accept the administrative
recommendation for settlement in the amount of $826 to cover fines, fees, and costs,
and subjecting the respondent’s license and registration to suspension if the matter is
not resolved within 30 days. He noted that the homeowner may need to file a
complaint specifically identifying the faulty items or workmanship, and Ms. Maddox
stated that the matter could be continued at the Board’s discretion.
Following discussion, Mr. Ford seconded the motion. Upon call for the vote, the
motion carried by a vote of 8 to 3, with Messrs. Rosenbluth, Erwin, and Maslo
dissenting, and Mr. Rodde absent.
Mr. Baker stated that he wished to speak further on the matter before a motion was
voted upon; and that he contends he has not abandoned the job, evidenced by his
ongoing contact with the permitting office. He responded to queries by the members,
and Mses. Thompson, Maddox, and Lancaster provided input.
2. Jerry L. Lawson appeared in the case of Administrative Complaint A18-304. Ms.
Maddox provided historical information, relating that the case involves an expired
permit; that there are extenuating circumstances regarding the case; and that staff
will defer to the Board in lieu of recommending any specific disciplinary action.
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Mr. Lawson presented information relating to his case; whereupon, Mr. Wolf
moved, seconded by Mr. Rodde and carried unanimously, that Administrative
Complaint A18-304 be dismissed. Responding to query by Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Wardell indicated that the respondent could submit a request to the Pinellas County
Building Department asking for reimbursement of the permit renewal fees.
3. Dan Collins appeared on behalf of Lewis Stanley Johnson in the case of
Administrative Complaint A18-407. Ms. Lancaster provided historical information
regarding the case, indicating that the case involves an expired permit; and that the
permit now shows as abandoned.
Mr. Collins stated that he handles sales and permitting for Mr. Johnson and
presented information relating to the case, responded to queries by the members,
and submitted documents showing that the permit has been reinstated.
Mr. Rosenbluth moved, seconded by Ms. Kron, that all fines, fees, and costs
relating to Administrative Complaint A18-407 be waived subsequent to final
inspection. In response to queries by staff, Mr. Rosenbluth amended his motion to
require the completion of final inspection within 60 days, and Ms. Kron concurred.
Upon call for the vote, the amended motion carried unanimously.
4. John Pinchman appeared on behalf of Quinn Homes and James K. Spenser in the
case of Administrative Complaint A18-418. He presented information relating to
the case and responded to queries by the members. Ms. Lancaster confirmed that
the $300 fine has been paid; and that only the $226 administrative fees and costs
remain outstanding.
Mr. Wolf moved that the administrative fees and costs should be paid by the
respondent, and the motion died for lack of a second. Mr. Rosenbluth moved,
seconded by Mr. Holderith, that the remaining administrative fees of $226 be
waived. Upon call for the vote, the motion carried 10 to 2 (Messrs. Maslo and Wolf
dissenting).
B. Set for hearing with no response from the Respondents:
1. Robert Feldman did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint A16-821. Ms.
Maddox provided historical information regarding the case, relating that the
respondent is being cited for one count of failure to pull a permit.
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Upon motion by Mr. Rodde, seconded by Mr. Wardell, the Board voted
unanimously to accept the allegations of Administrative Complaint A16-821 as
Findings of Fact and imposed the following penalty:
•

Settlement in the amount of $526 is assessed to cover fine, fees, and costs; and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 30 days of the Final Order.

2. Robert C. Wells did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint A17-1050.
Ms. Maddox provided historical information regarding the case, relating that the
respondent is being cited for job abandonment and failure to include a license
number in the contract.
Upon motion by Mr. Wolf, seconded by Mr. Rodde, the Board voted unanimously
to accept the allegations of Administrative Complaint A17-1050 as Findings of Fact
and imposed the following penalty:
•

Settlement in the amount of $826 is assessed to cover fine, fees, and costs; and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 30 days of the Final Order.

3. Ignatius Steven Markiewicz did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint
A16-981. Ms. Maddox provided historical information regarding the case, relating
that the respondent is being cited for not having an active license at the time that he
performed a job.
Upon motion by Mr. Rosenbluth, seconded by Mr. Rodde, the Board voted
unanimously to accept the allegations of Administrative Complaint A16-981 as
Findings of Fact and imposed the following penalty:
•

Settlement in the amount of $526 is assessed to cover fine, fees, and costs; and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 30 days of the Final Order.
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4. Michael R. Niquette did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint A16-1212.
Ms. Maddox provided historical information regarding the case, relating that the
respondent is being cited for working without a permit, an advertising violation,
and job abandonment, noting that he was not registered at the time he contracted to
perform the job.
Upon motion by Mr. Rosenbluth, seconded by Mr. Maslo, the Board voted
unanimously to accept the allegations of Administrative Complaint A16-1212 as
Findings of Fact and impose the following penalty:
•

Settlement in the amount of $1,126 is assessed to cover fine, fees, and costs;
and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 30 days of the Final Order.

Discussion ensued regarding the maximum allowable amount for a fine and
whether more information concerning the respondent’s history is needed;
whereupon, Mr. Wolf stated that he would like to increase the amount of the fine.
Responding to query from Chair Dunn, Mr. Rosenbluth indicated that he would
maintain his original motion as stated, and Mr. Maslo reaffirmed his second. Upon
call for the vote, the motion carried 9 to 3 with Messrs. Rodde, Wolf, and Erwin
dissenting.
C. Requests for Reconsideration: Recommended denial.
1. Randell K. Wolf did not appear regarding Administrative Complaint A17-671. Ms.
Maddox indicated that the building department involved in the case has confirmed
there was not a department error; and that staff is recommending that the order not
be changed.
Mr. Rodde moved, seconded by Mr. Holderith and carried unanimously, that the
Final Order for Administrative Complaint A17-671 remain in place.
Later in the meeting and referring to the notice of public hearings to begin at
1:30 P.M., Ms. Lancaster stated that Randell Wolf is now present; and that the case
should be revisited.
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Mr. Rosenbluth moved, seconded by Mr. Holderith and carried unanimously, that
the Board allow the respondent’s testimony.
Randell Wolf presented information relating to his case and responded to queries
from the members. He stated that he has been in business for 23 years with no
violations; that after receiving notification of the final inspection, he did not follow
up completely to ensure the permit had been closed; that the house has since been
sold; and that he has not contacted the new owners.
Upon motion by Mr. Rosenbluth, seconded by Mr. Erwin and with Mr. Rodde
absent, the Board voted unanimously to accept the allegations of Administrative
Complaint A17-671 as Findings of Fact and imposed the following penalty:

III.

•

Settlement in the amount of $300 is assessed to cover fines;

•

Administrative fees and costs of $226 shall be waived provided that the
respondent successfully closes out the permit within the next 60 days; and

•

License and registration will be subject to suspension if the matter is not
completely resolved within 60 days of the Final Order.

REGULAR AGENDA
A. Audit for FY17: Report from Clifton Larson Allen.
Andrew Laflin, Principal at Clifton Larson Allen, conducted a PowerPoint presentation
of the audit results for Fiscal Year 2017, a copy of which has been made a part of the
record, and discussed how the PCCLB is addressing the findings included in the
Inspector General’s report. He noted that an unmodified opinion was given and that
no internal weaknesses or significant deficiencies were identified; and that there were
no issues related to the Board’s compliance with its investment policy.
Mr. Laflin indicated that the Inspector General’s report cited 18 recommendations
related to finances; and that after discussing the report with both Management and the
Inspector General, he concluded there were no significant concerns; whereupon, he
discussed each recommendation, noted best practice recommendations, where
applicable, and responded to queries by the members.
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During discussion, Ms. Lancaster related that the PCCLB will report to the Pinellas
County Construction Licensing Department as of July 1; that the County intends to
staff 12 positions; and that PCCLB revenues should carry the organization through its
fiscal year and it would not have to borrow money from the County. She noted that the
County has committed to providing funds for the cost of unanticipated technology
improvements separate from the organization’s budget.
Responding to queries by Mr. Wolf regarding a significant reduction in expenses, Ms.
Lancaster indicated that the reduction of staff during the past year has greatly reduced
expenditures for salaries and employee benefits; that fleet costs were eliminated as part
of other general spending cuts; and that revenues and expenditures will increase
substantially toward the end of the fiscal year.
Following discussion, Mr. Garriott moved, seconded by Mr. Wardell and carried
unanimously, that the Board accept the final audit report for Fiscal Year 2017.
*

*

*

*

Mr. Rodde left the meeting at 2:12 P.M.
*

*

*

*

B. Board of Adjustment and Appeals Appointment.
Ms. Lancaster related that appointments to the Board of Adjustment and Appeals are
governed by a Special Act of the Florida Legislature; and that the PCCLB will need to
fill the following vacancies at its next regular meeting:
•
•

One appointment to Life, Safety, and Fire
One appointment to Plumbing, Mechanical, and Gas

She noted that Steve Strong and David Howdeshell have both retired and are no longer
eligible to serve. Mr. Wardell provided input, and discussion ensued.
C. Budget Update.
Ms. Lancaster stated that the budget update materials are in the agenda packet.
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D. Local Technical Amendment: City of St. Petersburg.
Ms. Lancaster noted that the request was initially heard by the Board of Adjustment
and Appeals, which has recommended approval of the amendment.
Noah Taylor, City of St. Petersburg Building Department, provided information
regarding the request, noting that the City’s goal is to increase its community rating
system points through the National Flood Insurance program. He highlighted the
proposed changes and, in response to queries by the members, indicated that the
Building Association has been properly notified; and that the City is looking to improve
from a Class 5 to a Class 4 community.
Mr. Wardell moved, seconded by Mr. Garriott and carried unanimously, that the Board
approve the Local Technical Amendment.
E. Interim Director Report.
Ms. Lancaster noted that Mr. Wardell has been appointed PCCLB Director starting July
1. She distributed a handout summarizing the pilot project with the Sheriff’s Office
and indicated that the PCCLB currently does not have staff to respond to calls in the
field; that the Building Departments have sent staff to look at reported work in progress;
and that the County’s Office of Technology and Innovation has greatly upgraded the
PCCLB reporting system.
Mr. Wardell indicated that ten applications for employment have been received; and
that four inspector positions will be filled so that a total of five should be on staff
shortly. Responding to queries by Mr. Ford, he stated that the Sheriff’s Task Force will
not be reactivated; and that the Sheriff’s Office will instead conduct a few sting
operations in the next year. Mr. Ford noted that contractors have expressed a
willingness to pay higher fees in order to provide a funding source for the Sheriff’s
program, and discussion ensued.
Ms. Lancaster indicated that the Sheriff proposed maintaining an eight-person unit at a
cost over $1 million; that the Sheriff remains committed to the Board and will continue
to respond to egregious offenders; and that it is possible contractor violations will soon
be viewed more seriously as criminal offenses and not civil matters.
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Ms. Lancaster related that she is working well with Mr. Wardell to perfect the
upcoming transition; that a new interlocal agreement has been drafted that will clarify
the relationship between the County and the PCCLB as a new Dependent Special
District; and that the County Attorney’s Office will provide copies of the agreement to
the members shortly.
Ms. Lancaster noted that a contractor has objected to being fined after missing a
deadline in respect to insurance and has requested a chance to appeal; that staff sends
out two notices and then a letter 30 days before the contractor’s insurance will lapse;
and that should the Board wish to hear appeals from people who have missed deadlines,
a formal process must be established to do so.
Following discussion, Mr. Garriott moved, seconded by Mr. Wolf and carried
unanimously, that the Board will not hear appeals for missed deadlines.
F. Forgiveness of Debt: Bernard Laurence Weaver.
Ms. Lancaster related that due to a staff error, additional fees and costs in the amount
of $77.77 were assessed to Mr. Weaver after he had paid his fine; and that she is
requesting that the Board forgive the additional amount.
Mr. Wolf moved, seconded by Mr. Rosenbluth and carried unanimously, that the debt
of $77.77 be forgiven.

IV.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
This item was not addressed and no citizens appeared to be heard.

V.

ADJOURNMENT
Mses. Lancaster and Maddox indicated that this is likely their last meeting with the
PCCLB, as it transitions to the County next month, and the members thanked them for their
service and accomplishments on behalf of the Board.

11

May 22, 2018

During discussion, Ms. Lancaster commended the PCCLB staff for their dedication and for
ensuring that the upcoming transition will be completed smoothly, and the members
provided input.
Mr. Wardell provided information regarding Board Appointment nominations and staffing
vacancies, and noted his appreciation for everyone involved with the PCCLB in
demonstrating a positive attitude while caring for staff, board members, contractors, and
the public over the past year. He thanked Mses. Lancaster and Maddox for their
engagement and efforts toward holding the organization together, and for successfully
completing preparations for its transition into a Dependent Special District of Pinellas
County.
Upon motion by Mr. Rosenbluth, seconded by Mr. Garriott and carried unanimously, the
meeting was adjourned at 3:14 P.M.

____________________________________
Chair
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